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ONE THING EVERVTHING

9 WAYS YOU CAN HELP END TRAFFICKING

KNOW THE SIGNS

Learn the red flags and indicators of trafficking

REPORT A TIP

Contact the National Human Trafficking Hotline if you have any concerns about a potential
trafficking situation. Call 1-888-373-7888, text HELP to BEFREE (233733), or email

helpehumantraffickinghotline.org

SPREAD THE WORD

Share and display our All Hands On Deck Awareness Campaign in your community

THINK BEFORE YOU SHOP
Consider how you shop and eat. Who made your clothes? Who prepared your food? Know which

goods may be produced by child or forced labor

VOLUNTEER LOCALLY
Visit https://www.redefiningrefuge.org/get-involved/

STAY INFORMED

Sign up for our Newsletter and follow us on Instagram and Facebook

REGISTER FOR TRAINING

Redefining Refuge provides tailored trainings to help professionals appropriately identify and

address the needs of people impacted by Human Trafficking.

USE YOUR SKILLS

Can you train or hire survivors? Reach out to potential local partners. Do you work in a school?
Propose anti-trafficking protocols. Are you an attorney? Offer pro-bono services. Writing a story?

Use media best practices.

RAISE YOUR VOICE

Ask our Florida Representatives how they are addressing Human Trafficking.

adapted from https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/about/ways-endtrafficking


https://humantraffickinghotline.org/what-human-trafficking/recognizing-signs
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/
mailto:help@humantraffickinghotline.org
https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/request-materials
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/reports/child-labor/list-of-goods
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrenAndFamilies/
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/training-resources/referral-directory
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/human-trafficking-americas-schools
https://www.state.gov/media-best-practices/
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials

Dear Friends and Supporters,

As we reflect on this past year, we are both humbled and inspired by all that has unfolded—
moments of resilience, connection, and purpose. In the spirit of our 2024 Gala theme,
"Everyday Superheroes," we are reminded that true heroism isn’t found in grand gestures
but in the countless acts of dedication and courage shown by our community. Together, we
have faced the fiercest storms, both figuratively and literally, with a spirit that shines
brighter than any challenge we encounter.

We believe that it takes a village to make a lasting impact, and this year was a powerful
testament to that truth. With your support, we were able to participate in initiatives like the
U.S. Marshals Service Missing Child Operation, which led to the safe recovery of 27
children. Thanks to your unwavering generosity, we provided for these children’s immediate
needs—securing placements, covering essentials like clothing and food, and extending
heartfelt care to each child during a vulnerable time. The success of this operation serves
as a stark reminder of why we do this work and of the critical importance of our
community’s involvement.

This year also brought literal storms, reminding us of the unpredictable challenges our
organization must be prepared for. But no matter the weather, Redefining Refuge remains a
sanctuary for those we serve, a place where hope and healing are nurtured and fortified by
a community that refuses to back down in the face of hardship.

To every one of our supporters, volunteers, and partners, thank you for standing with us. We
may not wear capes, but together, we continue to fight for justice, safety, and healing for

every vulnerable child. It's because of your commitment that we can continue to grow,
adapt, and rise to the call for a brighter future.

With deepest gratitude,

W Wppmeitp

Founder & CEO, Redefining Refuge




OUR
SERVICES

Comprehensive Care Plans
Mental Health Services
Telehealth and Teletherapy
Alternative Therapies
Treatment Planning
Healthcare Appointments
Facilitation of Non-Medical Services

Educational and Tutoring Assistance

Life Skills Management
Youth Empowerment Groups
Supervised Visitation
Assistance with Transportation
Consultation with Caregivers
Court Advocacy Assistance

Ancillary Needs Assistance

Training and

We Also Provide

Consultation =

Foster Parents

Hospﬁo\s

Corporation®




OUR
VILLAGE

LAW ENFORCEMENT
ALLIES

US. Marshal Service
Tampa Police Department
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
Homeland Security

FBI

MED'CA'_ AND MENTAL St. Pe'l'erburgl-ll’ggc(:)e Department
HEALTH PARTNERS

BayCare Health System
Tampa General Hospital
Gracepoint Wellness
Journey Forward
Juvenile Assessment Center

Juvenile Addiction Receiving Facility
Devereux Behavioral Health CH".D W[I.FARE
Children’s Network of Hillsborough County
FL Department of Children and Families
FL Department of Juvenile Justice
Guardian ad Litem Program
Attorney Ad Litem Program
13" Judicial Circuit of Florida

Children’s Board of Hillsborough County
Gulf Coast JFCS

NON-PROFIT AGENCIES

Heart Gallery of Tampa Camelot Community Care
Tampa Museum of Art Children’s Home Network

Mary Lee’s House Created

Wheels of Success ) Horse Force
Metropolitan Ministries Junior League of Tampa
More Too Life Lutheran Services

One More Child University of South Florida
LEGIQLATIVE SAFE in Tampa Trafficking in Persons Lab
FREE Network Community Foundation of
Tampa Bay
Commission on Human Trafficking -
Hillsborough County

Office of the Attorney General -
Statewide Council on Human Trafficking -
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We've often said that “It takes a village” and this past year, that truth came to life in the most

beautiful way.

At Redefining Refuge, our mission has always been rooted in compassion, collaboration, and
community. And in 2024, our Village showed up for our kiddos like never before. From the launch of
new initiatives to the creation of a long-envisioned community space, it was a year filled with heart,
purpose, and hope.

Two years ago at our annual Gala, Simon Canasi generously pledged $100,000 on behalf of the
Adele Bernett Memorial Fund to support our dream of a dedicated community-based facility. With
the help of several of our ‘villagers,” that dream became a reality. Our new space now serves as a
vital “home base” with dedicated rooms for tutoring, therapy, reading, and even showers, creating a
nurturing environment where our youth feel safe and seen.

From the moment we opened the doors, our community sprang into action. Keller Williams and other
local partners helped prepare the space through volunteer days and generous donations. Artists and
decorators added beauty and warmth—from custom wreaths to hallway murals—while countless
volunteers brought supplies, wrapped holiday gifts, assembled care baskets, and supported us at
every turn.

In January, we joined our Mayor as she turned the city blue for Human Trafficking Awareness Month—
a powerful gesture that placed our mission front and center. Throughout the year, our incredible
media partner, Cracker Jack Media, helped us amplify our voice, expand our reach, and engage
even more hearts across the region.

We celebrated another magical Mommy & Me High Tea, led by Alyssa Rhoads and Eventing Tampa
Bay. With princesses, fairies, cookie decorating, and glam stations, moms and littles alike enjoyed a
day of joy and whimsy—all in support of our Cause.

We also took All Hands on Deck to new heights on World Day Against Human Trafficking. With the
support of dozens of businesses and over 150 attendees, our community came together—literally
leaving their mark—by stamping blue “butterfly hands” on a stunning art installation that now lives in
our new center.

One of the most moving moments of the year came when one of our kiddos, isolated in detention for
weeks, received letters every single day—from you. You became her Village. She read each note,
learned your names, and felt the love of an entire community rallying behind her. That kind of impact
is immeasurable—and unforgettable.

We can't always share every detail of the work we do. But please know this: your time, your

resources, and your belief in us change lives every single day. From the bottom of our hearts, thank
you for being our Village. We can't wait to continue building hope together in 2025.

Jen Gudenkauf
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BY MICHAEL CONNER

Redcfmmg Refuge's
courageous battle against sex trafficking

“Kids need a hug, not handcuffs.” - Natasha Nascimento

NATASHA NASCIMENTO

id you know that for many years,

minor children were arrested for

prostitution in the state of Flori-
da despite being forced to engage in in-
appropriate and horrific behavior against
their will?

Redefining Refuge Founder and Exec-
utive Director Natasha Nascimento was
outraged when she learned this and was
determined to make a difference. In 2010,
she organized a public awareness cam-
paign designed to educate and, ultimate-
ly, influence state legislation. Fortunate-
ly, she succeeded.

Changing Florida laws further demon-
strated that there is a need for programs
to help young sex trafficking victims,
says Nascimento.

This led her to oversee the develop-
ment of a safe house program, which
launched in 2012. Redefining Refuge’s
safe house program was the first of its
kind in the Tampa Bay area. It provided
care, and assistance, to girls in an undis-
closed location between the ages of 12
and 17. While the safe house program
was able to serve many young victims, it
was limited by state law. Only girls of a
certain age range could be cared for.

Nascimento, understanding the ev-
er-increasing need for programs for
minors of all ages and genders, realized
she could do much more if Redefining
Refuge made its services mobile. In
2019, she decided to close the safe house
program and extend her organization's



services. Redefining Refuge would as-
sist 93 victims in the first year, after
making those changes.

Redefining Refuge provides com-
prehensive care to the victims it serves.
Services the organization offers include a
variety of alternative therapies and men-
tal health programs, the facilitation of
medical care and non-medical needs, ed-
ucational assistance, and the purchasing
of groceries and back to school supplies,
among others.

There is a misconception that most
children forced into the sex trafficking
trade are crossing borders, Nascimento
says. This could not be further from the
truth. Frighteningly, 85% of trafficked
children are community children, ac-
cording to the National Human Traffick-
ing Hotline. Even worse, most of these
children are involved in familial sex
trafficking and are sold in the trafficking
market so that a parent, or guardian, with
a substance abuse addiction can get their
needs met, Nascimento says.

In 2023, Redefining Refuge was able to
serve 131 children through referrals. The
prior year, they helped 142. As demon-
strated by numbers alone, there is a
concerning need for the organization’s
services in the Tampa Bay area. The Re-
defining Refuge team has participated in
missing child operations in collaboration
with the United States Marshals Service,
Florida Department of Children and Fam-
ilies, Children’s Network of Hillsborough
and other organizations. According to a
United States Marshals Service press re-
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lease, 10 of Hillsharough County’s most
endangered children were recovered be-
cause of their combined efforts.

When speaking about her “why,” Na-
scimento defines Redefining Refuge's
mission in a profound, yet simple state-
ment. “Kids need a hug, not handeuffs.”
Sex trafficking is a serious human rights
issue and children forced into the traf-
ficking trade should have access to ser-
vices, she elaborated. “One child is too
many children being trafficked.”

While Redefining Refuge has al-
ready helped so many children in need
since its establishment, Nascimento
has ambitious goals for its future. The
organization is currently developing a
community center, which will be a re-
liable resource and safe space for traf-
ficked children.

Additionally, Nascimento wants to
influence more state legislation. Traf-
ficked children are still frequently re-

IF YOU SUSPECT
PLEASE CALL

1-888-373-3788

quired to testify against their perpe-
trators in court. Not only can this make
children relive horrible experiences but
can be even more painful if a child is
testifying against their parent or guard-
ian, she explained.

Nascimento and the Redefining Ref-
uge team also want to educate others
about how social media is being used
to target children. Social media has pre-
sented a “big issue” for us, Nascimento
says. More children are being exposed
and social media is attracting the un-
wanted attention of pedophiles.

Every day, Redefining Refuge is mak-
ing a difference. Nascimento is adamant
that the organization will continue to
serve until the sex trafficking trade is
fully eliminated. For the countless chil-
dren who are being victimized, Redefin-
ing Refuge not only provides essential
support but gives the gift of something
irreplaceable. Hope. #

HUMAN TRAFFICKING,

TBEWMAG.COM |
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All Hands On Deck isn't just a call, it's a charge.

Because Human Trafficking doesnt end with awareness alone.
It ends with action.

This year, in Partnership with Crackerjack Media; we took that action beyond our
walls, launching our first-ever All Hands On Deck Roadshow to ignite corporate
engagement across Tampa Bay and beyond. From boardrooms to break rooms,
businesses of every size joined our fight, proving that advocacy isn't confined to a

single sector but belongs to everyone.

It takes every voice, every gift, every profession, and every person who dares to
believe they can make a difference. AI-I- HAN Ds

Whether you're a policymaker or a parent, a teacher or a techie, a CEO or a 0 N D E c K

cashier, you are needed in this fight.

Because the truth is:
When every hand is on deck, every child stands a chance.
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SPOTLIGHTS

Redefining Refuge
Launches New Initiative:
The Body Safety Box

Change for Change

Dt your chanpe to Hard Fock Heals Fousdaticn t3
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OVER 35,605 PROFESSIONALS TRAINED IN THE FOLLOWING

DISCIPLINES:
B¢ CHILD PROTECTIVE INVESTIGATORS B¢ scHOOL PERSONNEL
¢ CHILD WELFARE CASE MANAGERS Y€ ATTORNEYS
* LAW ENFORCEMENT * PHYSICIANS

* JUVENILE PROBATION OFFICERS * TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
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REDEFINING REFUGE

CHANGE ONE THING. CHANGE EVERVTHING

#NationalHumanTraffickingAwarenessDay
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BUBBLES & STATE FUNDING
BUTTERFLIES GALA
44%

31%

MOMMY & ME
HIGH TEA

/ 16%

INDIVIDUAL 1 %

*Corporate Income that is not Event/Sponsorship Related



Administrative
4L.4y %

Fundraising

\ / 5.6%

Program Services

90%

EEEE
State Funding $362,061.00
Private Contributions $431,503.00
Investment Income $23,478.00
I 7
Expenses
Program Services $577,429.00
General Admin $36,189.00
Fundraising $28,487.00




USING THE SIDEWALK CHALK,
DRAW AND LABEL CIRCLES ACCORDINGLY.

INSTRUCT YOUR CHILD TO STAND IN THE CIRCLE
LABELED "ME"

ENTER DIFFERENT PEOPLE/ANIMALS INTO THE OTHER
CIRCULAR SPACES TO PRACTICE BOUNDARIES
WITH YOUR CHILD.

EXAMPLES MAY INCLUDE:

PUTTING A PARENT/PRIMARY GIVER/TRUSTED INDIVIDUAL
IN THE SPACE FURTHEST FROM THE CHILD AND GIVING
THEM THE OPPORTUNITY TO INVITE YOU TO BE CLOSER TO
THEM IN ANOTHER CIRCLE OR IN THEIR "ME" CIRCLE.

PUTTING A NEW FRIEND IN THE CIRCLE CLOSEST TO THE
CHILD AND GIVING THEM THE OPPORTUNITY TO SAY THAT
THEY'D LIKE THEM TO STEP FARTHER AWAY.

INSERT AS MANY DIFFERENT EXAMPLES AS POSSIBLE TO
NOT ONLY TEACH YOUR CHILDREN HEALTHY PHYSICAL
BOUNDARIES, BUT ALSO ALLOWING THEM TO
COMMUNICATE TO YOU ABOUT WHO THEY ARE MOST AND
LEAST COMFORTABLE WITH.
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Ashley and Marty Agard
Hannah Agrawal
Shelizbet Aguirre
Sarah Albert

Caitlin Alessandro
Erin Allen

Kamilla Altunyan
Victor and Helena Alvarez
Brittany Anderson
Monica Angel
Alexandra Antinori
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Victor Avila
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Callie Barber

Michael Barger

Adele Barnett
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Hugh Campbell
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Jenna Cibran

Sarah Clark
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